n July 1St for the first imein| ()
Othe hlstory of our great state of |
Georgia, any construction work)
whether a remodeling project or a new
structure, residential or commermal
and which costs more than $2500
must be performed by a state- I|censed
general contractor. This is a big step
forn Georgia. While this will not ensure

the construction of projects withno .
mistakes, ithas, for the first time, created |
a system of-accountability for general._ /

contractors and remodeling contractors.
For as long as [ can remember plumbers,

heating and air-conditioning contractors,.

electricians and low voltage cont'racters
have been required to be “card carrying”.

licensed state contractors having passed_ W building code and a verified track

thiek fiald 6F bslpertise. As ridiculous asit 2 Irecord of performance and competency.

may sound, this has not been the case for"}

the appropnate test of competency in

the general contractors or remodeling
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-and remodelers have met certain

By C_hnstlne __Fort_enberry

-lee a LlcenSé’d Contrac'to r

contractors for whom the subcontractors -~

named above work for. The builderor -

remodeler.who mgy have constructed
your dream home or remodellng
_addlt_lon only had'to-have a business

"7 license not a contractor license!_Are you

shocked? It is mostalarming toknow
that prior to July, 1; one of the largest
investments in anindividual’s life may
have been constructed or modified by a
contractor with unchecked credentlals if
any! ’

The contactors and remodelers who
have now recelved their state-general_,

“contractor license-have shown-their—

proﬁaency in their field of expertise
through both knowledge of the—

Additionally, the licensed contractors

insurancerequirements-and

must partlupate in continuing

education yearly. Detailed
information can be found on the
secretany|of state’s website located:
at www.secofstate.gov.

The license is issued to an agent
who is anindividual not a company-
and is required by all municipalities,
as evidenced by the license number,
\ for the issuance of a building or

/ remodeling permit of any type whether
", residential or commercial. This license

| is either a rQSIdentlaI light commercial

< or commercial license and.is held by and
| tied to the Social-Security-numberof-that-
~ individual not to/the company. This link *

makes it impossible for a person to leave
a trail of tears for poor performance only
to change company or company name

and repeat the poor performance again!

When considering your new home or
renovation project, ask to see the license.
The state Licensing Board issues a large
framed versionifor the office and a

poc tversion tO carry on one’s person.

n-insurance certificate

October 2008

speciatknowledge
I such as CAPS (Cer

(not a copy) which covers both general
liability and workman’s compensation
insurance. Ask for a final lien waiver

at the completion of the project upon

final payment for services rendered.

State licensing of contractors has now
|Given'yourthe tc ‘make-good = {
informed thoicesabout thepersens and ~
companies who will help you make your
dream a reality.

Don't stop with the state license, which
is now the minimum requirement,
rather ask for other professional
certifications issued by the NAHB
(National Association of Home Builders),
by-the GAHBA (Greater Atlanta Home
Builder’s Association), by NARI (National
Association of the Remodeling Industry),

_-or by other organizations which will
~.indicate the commitment of that

individual to knowledge and continuing
education on a professional level. The
NAHB and the GAHBA organizations are
comprised of both general contractors
and remodeling contractors. Ask about
any certifications that WI|| |nd|cate

- QI-QIHIPI‘éce Z3
Specialist) or Universal Design.

When considering your next project,
take the time to choose a person who is
qualified for the task just as you select
the correct medical specialist for a health
need, after all this is your home!

Christine Fortenberry is a general
contractor with CPHB, CGB and CAPS
certifications.



